“alone doesn‟t matter
if you‟re standing up for others”

ACTIVISM &
ALVERNO COLLEGE

Warning: The language and photos used in this
display are representative of the era from which
they are taken and should be viewed within the
context of that period.

The 1950s and 1960s marked a time of
great civil unrest in this nation. The
affects of racism had exacted a grave toll
on the African American population of
the United States, individually and
collectively. U.S. citizens were taking
sides. With a nation divided, brave men
and women stepped forward to lead us
through a turbulent and violent period in
our history.

The city of Milwaukee was beginning to awaken to the
murmurings of dissatisfaction with the status quo. Local activists
were embracing the words, actions, and deeds of
Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., President John F. Kennedy,
Rosa Parks, Rev. Jesse Jackson, The Little Rock Nine,
Thurgood Marshall, Medgar Evers, James Meredith, The Freedom
Riders, and Malcolm X. There was a call to action.
The plight of Milwaukeeans who faced discrimination as a way of
life would no longer be ignored. Father James Groppi, Vel
Phillips, Lloyd Barbee, Sister Claire Marie , O.S.F. and others
would bring attention to the need for change and equality for all
residents of Milwaukee. There were open housing marches,
rallies, speeches about educational segregation, demonstrations
for equality and civil disobedience. There was fear, violence and
there were arrests.

A small liberal arts college for
women was also responding to the
call for social justice and equality
for all. For decades, Milwaukee‟s
Alverno College had taken a strong
position on equal rights through
service and education. The Alverno
administration attacked the issues of
social injustice and inequality on
several fronts; engaging various
means to communicate the issues
and invoke change. From the late
1930s through the turbulent 1960s,
the college, the School Sisters of
Saint Francis, faculty, and students
participated in numerous activities
to bring about change and to educate
the public about race and gender
discrimination.

Exterior photo of the Alverno College administration
building, circa 1960s. The campus is located on
Milwaukee’s south side, at the intersection of Morgan
Avenue and S. 43rd street.

The mission of the School Sisters of Saint Francis has always been
one of serving the poor and those in need. Those same tenets were
essential to the founding of Alverno College in 1887 by the S.S.S.F.
The belief that “in serving, we are served” is as true today as it was
in 1873 when the Franciscan religious order was established in
America.
“Our Commitment to Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation

Our charism calls us to be attentive to the signs of the times and
contemporary needs, and to respond to the cry of those who are poor. As a
congregation, we are committed to working for reconciliation and justice,
promoting just social structures and upholding the rights and human dignity
of people who are poor and oppressed. In the spirit of St. Francis, we struggle
for reconciliation and peace among nations and individuals. We walk humbly
on the earth and cherish the goodness of every aspect of creation.”
Excerpt from the School Sisters of Saint Francis website http://www.sssf.org/english/intl-aboutJustice.shtml

 The School Sisters‟ efforts to assist the poor children of Chicago‟s south
side began in the summer of 1936 when they went to Harrison Park to feed
hungry children. The program continued and outreach grew to include
additional parks in Chicago and Buffalo Grove.

This article appeared in the Fall
1963 issue of Light on the School
Sisters of St. Francis. The article
highlights the work of the sisters
that first summer in 1936 at
Harrison Park on Chicago‟s south
side.
Mother M. Hyacinth and Sister M.
Edelwalda tell of working with
the poor children of Chicago.
They distributed milk and taught
the children crafts in an effort to
“show the children that they were
wanted and important”.

Photos from the article, “Work In Chicago Parks”,
Fall 1963 issue of Light on the School Sisters of St.
Francis.

 The Sisters‟ presence was felt in
rural Mississippi in 1940 when
Mother Stanislaus sent Sisters to
feed, clothe and educate poor black
children in spite of the color barriers
that the south imposed.

This article highlights the work of the sisters during the
1940s and 1950s in rural Mississippi. The article first
appeared in the December 1962 issue of Light on the
School Sisters of St. Francis.

“White Day" at the museum.
The color barriers of the south
were unlike anything the Sisters
had seen in the northern states.
Discrimination and racial hatred
ran rampant in Mississippi but
the Sisters pushed on trying to
create educational opportunities
for their young charges. This
excerpt is taken from the article
“Today in Mississippi” printed
in the December 1962 issue of
Light on the School Sisters of St.
Francis.

 The Alverno College chapter of the NFCCS (National Federation of
Catholic College Students) was very active during the 1950s and 1960s
promoting justice, brotherhood and world peace. Alverno‟s NFCCS
and the IRC (International Relations Club, formerly Interracial Club)
hosted numerous activities focused on world issues related to poverty,
education, violence and discrimination based on culture, religion and
racial inequality.
This photo, circa 1950-1952,
was taken at the old
Alverno College at the St.
Joseph Convent during a
club activity day. Pictured
from left to right are:
Arletta Hartman (1952),
Margaret Pink (1952) and
Pat Haas (1953).

 Visiting foreign students and speakers came to Alverno‟s campus in
1956 for a Crossroads Seminar that was hosted by the Alverno College IRC.
Attendees from Viet Nam, Peru, India, Japan, Hungary, Belgium, and
African and South American countries came together to discuss the
challenges and impact of bringing western culture and education back to
their home countries.
Photo left: The International
Relations Club "Crossroads
Seminar" was held at Alverno
College, April 6-8, 1956.
Speaker Bernard Binder from
Canada leads a discussion
period.

Photo right: C.J. Matthew, from India
leads a discussion. Matthew was a
student at Marquette University in
1956.

 On a 1962 visit to Peru, Sister M. Gerard (Sister Elizabeth Engel, Professor
and Director of Alverno College School of Education) would assess and help
with the educational needs of native Peruvians. Special attention was given to
concerns facing women and children and how to prepare educators and health
care professionals to best meet the needs of the Peruvians.

The article below was published in
The Milwaukee Journal on Friday,
September 28, 1962.

This article on Sister
Mary Gerard Engel‟s trip
to Peru appeared in the
Catholic Herald Citizen
on August 11, 1962.

 Six Alverno College students
initiated an experimental program
to aid migrant workers and their
families. The program, first started
in March of 1963, was developed to
help migrant families in
southeastern Wisconsin with basic
needs such as food, clothing,
health check-ups and literacy
skills. Through the cooperative
efforts of several Alverno student
groups (NFCCS, YCS, Alpha Sigma
Tau and the Nursing Club) and
several government officials the
project met with great success and
became a model for other colleges
and universities to initiate similar
programs.

Above is a February 1964 agenda from the student
group, Alpha Sigma Tau. The Sigma Taus were
working on the educational aspects of the Migrant
Worker Project.

The article above first appeared in The Alverno Campus News, Vol. X, No. 1,
October 18, 1963 issue on page 3. The photo to the right was first published in an
article written by Alverno student Sande Kelsey for The Immaculate magazine,
“An Ideal Example for Cross-Country Activity”, March 1964 issue.

The President of Alverno College, Sister M. Augustine Scheele, OSF was
invited to a meeting of top U.S. educators in 1963. The meeting, by special
invitation, was to convene in Washington D.C. on June 19, 1963 in the East
Room of the White House.
Sister Augustine was notified via telegram by President John F. Kennedy
requesting her presence. She was the only educator from Wisconsin among
the 200 educators invited to attend and one of six female attendees. The
President and the educators would address growing concerns for equal rights
and the educational disparities among minorities.
The President asked that white colleges establish liaisons with Negro colleges
in creating cooperative programs to improve the quality of Negro college
education. President Kennedy also called for wider use of counselors to guide
students and to prevent drop-out rates as well as the establishment of
improved vocational training programs. The educators were sympathetic to
the President‟s pleas for action and indicated that they would participate in
this new initiative and enhance programs their colleges were already utilizing.

President John F. Kennedy,
35th U. S. President
1961-1963.

Sister M. Augustine Scheele
Alverno College President
1948-1968

A page from President John F. Kennedy’s daily White House Diary reveals the
time and place for the Educators conference on civil rights matters. This on-line
resource can be found at www.jfklibrary.org.

The sounds of cheers and the
sight of sisters waving American
flags signaled the return of
Alverno‟s president, Sister
Augustine Scheele to the college
campus.

Her trip to Washington D.C. to
meet with President Kennedy
and fellow educators provided
Sister Augustine with valuable
feedback and information.
Educators would play an
important role in shaping the
way the nation would respond to
the Civil Rights movement and
subsequent change.

Alverno College was at the forefront of institutions that
were actively answering the question posed by President
Kennedy in his Civil Rights Address of June 11, 1963,
“The heart of the question is whether all Americans are to
be afforded equal rights and equal opportunities; whether
we are going to treat our fellow Americans as we want to
be treated.” Alverno answered with service that was
focused locally, nationally and internationally. The
college‟s activities and events highlighted the need for
change.

The years following President Kennedy‟s 1963 call to
action would prove to be a challenging, tumultuous and
painful time for the city of Milwaukee.

The Alverno students pictured above were
invited to participate in a Student Leadership
Conference on Race and Religion. The
conference, which was held in Washington D. C.
on November 17-20, 1963, included 250 students
from sixty U.S. campuses. These students would
later help in the planning of a campus wide
institute on racism.

 A special college institute was held on March 11, 1964 entitled “Racism- ReasonResponse”. The one day institute was dedicated to the memory of President John F.
Kennedy and the program on civil rights that he urged educators to initiate during the
special Educators Conference he held at the White House on June 19, 1963. The Alverno
Racism- Reason- Response institute would provide a venue for objective discussion of the
basic issues in civil rights. Sister Augustine would also call for a renewed commitment to
“right, justice and charity.”

These pages are part of the
program booklet for the
college institute “RacismReason- Response”. The
Alverno Student Council’s
introduction and a
welcome letter from
Alverno’s President, Sister
Augustine appear on the
first pages of the program.

Here we see the agenda and speaker listing for the college institute
“Racism- Reason- Response”. The institute was held on the Alverno
College campus March 11, 1964.

 Author, journalist, musicologist and social scientist John Howard Griffin was a guest speaker at
Alverno College on March 11, 1964. The following excerpt from the program‟s introduction of Mr.
Griffin was used during the Racism- Reason- Response institute at Alverno.
“His interest in the problems of the Negro in the south culminated in his best seller, Black Like Me.
As a journalist and social scientist, Griffin was interested in investigating the rising suicide rate
among young Negroes in the south. The inability to „get at‟ the motivation for such behavior caused
him to realize that he, as a white man, could not really know the Negro as he lives in the South
today– could not feel as the Negro feels in the South today. Aided by a dermatologist in New
Orleans, he underwent a series of treatments and use of medication that resulted in his pigmentation
and his appearance as a Negro. His unusual experience and background fit him for the perceptive
role that one feels so keenly in his books.”

 In 1965 Milwaukee‟s Social
Development Commission (SDC) and
the NDEA (National Defense Education
Administration) approved and granted
funds to Alverno College for a summer
institute program that would be part of
the U.S. anti-poverty campaign. The
funds would allow Alverno to host
workshops for educators who taught at
schools with disadvantaged youths.
Students were bussed to Alverno from
inner city schools allowing teachers to
experience practical application of the
teaching techniques learned during the
institute.

Here is the program cover and insert from the Alverno College
institute on poverty. The institute, “Poverty: American
Paradox” was held on the Alverno College campus April 6,
1965.

Alverno College received a grant in 1965 from
the NDEA to create a series of summer
programs to address the issues of poverty and
how it relates to the education of American
youth. The photo below was taken at the
Alverno Elementary Laboratory School during
one of the sessions between 1965 and 1968.

A brochure cover and more
photos that were taken at the
Alverno Elementary
Laboratory School during the
NDEA summer institutes for
teachers and principals of
disadvantaged youths, circa
1965-1968.

Local newspaper
articles pertaining to
Reverend Jesse
Jackson’s visit to
Alverno College on
July 20, 1968.

 The Reverend Jesse L. Jackson was invited to speak during
the 1968 NDEA Summer Institute at Alverno College.
Reverend Jackson was the National Director of the Southern
Christian Leadership‟s Operation Breadbasket. He would
address the issues of poverty and open housing.

The Reverend Jesse L. Jackson , director of the
Southern Christian Leadership Conference’s
Operation Breadbasket, was a guest speaker on
the Alverno College campus, July 20, 1968.
Reverend Jackson came to Milwaukee to speak
to the teachers and principals attending the
NDEA Summer Institute though his session
was also open to the public. Rev. Jackson is in
the center of both photos wearing a blue shirt.

“… we extend our gratitude in appreciation for
your efforts in our struggle for human dignity.
Only through the cooperation of the minds,
bodies, and resources of persons from all corners
of our nation can we cure the malady of racism in
American life.”
--Martin Luther King, Jr.
Excerpt from a September 30, 1965 letter to Sister M. Augustine O.S.F., Alverno College
President.

Here is the letter dated September 30, 1965 that
Sister M. Augustine O.S.F., Alverno College
President received from Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

A roster of Alverno students that
participated in SCOPE was included
with the letter. Two students from
Alverno helped with the community
organization program: Margaret Rozga
(1967) and Sharon Quintenz. (1965)

This letter, written by
Margaret Rozga, appeared
in the summer 1966 issue
of Vision, an Alverno
student publication .

Alverno College student Margaret Rozga traveled to Alabama to
take part in the SCOPE program during the summer of 1965.
The Summer Community Organization and Political Education
unit from Milwaukee traveled to Bullock County Alabama to
assist in voter registration, political education and community
organization as part of the Southern Christian Leadership
Conference lead by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

The article to the left appeared in The Milwaukee
Journal, June 9, 1966. Milwaukee activist, Father
James Groppi was instrumental in organizing local
students to participate in civil rights activities.

The article to the right
appeared in The
Alverno Campus
News Vol. XII, No. 1,
October 5, 1965, pg. 4.
The article contained
information on
student involvement
with the Southern
Christian Leadership
Conference which was
led by Martin Luther
King Jr.

Photo of Father James Groppi courtesy of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee Cemeteries
http://www.cemeteries.org/fp_display.asp?id=109

This photo, from Margaret
Rozga’s book 200 Nights and
One Day, shows Father
James E. Groppi (photo
center in sunglasses)
speaking with a group of
Milwaukee’s north side
citizens. Groppi was
instrumental in assembling
citizens for the purpose of
peaceful demonstrations
against segregation and to
promote open housing.
The photo was reproduced
with permission from the
Wisconsin Historical Society.

To view more images showing Father Groppi and the demonstrations for equal rights and open housing visit the
Wisconsin Historical Society at http://www.wisconsinhistory.org/whi/results.asp?keyword1=groppi keyword
Groppi.

The photo below is of the Father James E. Groppi
Unity Bridge, Milwaukee’s 16th street viaduct. The
bridge was symbolic of the wide expanse in racial
segregation between the north and south sides of
the city of Milwaukee. Father Groppi led the first of
many open housing marches across the bridge in
August of 1967. The marches, which began as
peaceful protests, resulted in angry and violent
confrontations between citizens and the police.

The photo above is from Margaret
Rozga’s book 200 Nights and One
Day. The photo was reproduced
with permission from the
Wisconsin Historical Society.

Jeannie‟s Birthday Gift
It was Jeannie‟s birthday. We
had a big family dinner before
going to St. Boniface to march.
She put on her new tee shirt, just
a plain White shirt, but what she wanted.
Mom said no, better not, but she begged
and begged „til Mom gave in. She
never could wash out the egg that
splattered all over Jeannie‟s back.
Excerpt from Margaret Rozga’s book,
200 Nights and One Day.

JUSTICE

My mother didn't want me to march.
She didn‟t think it was ladylike. When I was arrested,
She didn‟t go to church that Sunday.
She was too embarrassed.
Dale didn‟t want me to march either.
But sometimes there are things you just have to do.
Sometimes you have to stand up for yourself.
Sometimes you stand alone but alone doesn‟t matter
if you„re standing up for others.

Vel R. Phillips
Photo credit:

Milwaukee Public Library

Excerpt from the poem “The Lone Vote “ by Vel R. Phillips, first African American and first
woman, elected to the Milwaukee Common Council, April 1956, 200 Nights and one day, Margaret
Rozga, c. 2009, page 8-10.

A copy of Margaret Rozga‟s
book and play can be found in
the Alverno College Library
collection

Author, poet, English Professor and 1967 Alverno
Alumnae Margaret Rozga has written extensively about
Milwaukee’s civil rights movement. Her recollections
and collected writings were the basis for her book 200
Nights and One Day and her play March on Milwaukee: A
Memoir of the Open Housing Protests.
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